Fatal meningoencephalitis caused by disseminated strongyloidiasis.
A middle-aged aboriginal man with a history of alcoholism and gastrectomy was diagnosed as having bacterial meningoencephalitis based on the typical clinical manifestations, laboratory findings, and treatment responses. During the recovery stage, he developed consciousness disturbance, seizures, severe diarrhea, and respiratory failure that led us to search for other possibility of the diagnosis. The eosinophilia and repeated stool examinations helped us to make the diagnosis of disseminated strongyloidiasis. In this patient the initial bacterial meningitis was followed by S. stercoralis hyperinfection. Despite treatment with strong antimicrobial agents, the patient died. This case could serve as a reminder to physicians to be alert for strongyloidiasis superimposed on bacterial meningitis.